
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH 10750 October 25, 1995
THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET

(Mr. GEPHARDT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, for
months now, I’ve had a hard time un-
derstanding how the Republican Mem-
bers of this House could push a budget
that demands huge sacrifices from the
many, to lavish huge tax cuts on the
few.

I’ve had a hard time understanding
how the Republicans could double Med-
icare premiums and carve up middle
class incomes like a Halloween pump-
kin—all to give about $20,000 a year to
people who earn half-a-million dollars
a year.

Above all, I’ve had a hard time un-
derstanding how any Member of this
House could so brazenly and shame-
lessly turn their backs on the middle
class to dole out new perks and privi-
leges for the wealthy.

But now, I’m beginning to under-
stand where all this injustice comes
from. My Republican colleague, FRED-
ERICK HEINEMAN of North Carolina, has
given us a unique window onto the Re-
publican world view—and why it’s so
weighted toward wealth and privilege.

According to Congressman
HEINEMAN, his own salary—more than
$180,000 a year, and I quote, ‘‘does not
make me rich. That does not make me
middle class. In my opinion that makes
me lower middle class.’’ Never mind
that he earns more money than 97 per-
cent of all Americans.

Congressman HEINEMAN then builds
on this delusional world view, to tell us
that someone earning $750,000 a year is
simply middle class. Never mind that
they earn more than 99 percent of all
Americans.

I suppose in Congressman HEINEMAN’s
fiscal fantasy land, slashing Medicare,
cutting student loans, and kicking the
elderly out of nursing homes—all to
pay for tax cuts for people earning hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars per year—
is a true blue middle class agenda.

But if you live in the real world, it’s
just plain wrong. The Republicans just
don’t get it. If they would step out and
talk to hard-working, struggling fami-
lies every once in a while, they’d un-
derstand why their views are so radical
and extreme.

And then maybe they’d learn that for
the vast majority of Americans, the
Republican budget is more than un-
fair—it’s more than a bunch of silly
mistakes and assumptions—it’s an ab-
solute outrage. And in the name of
common decency, it deserves to be de-
nounced and defeated.

f

THE 104TH CONGRESS KEEPS ITS
WORD

(Mr. NORWOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, in 1993,
the liberal Democrats of the 103d Con-

gress battled long and hard to raise
taxes. They were successful to the tune
of $260 billion. The American people
didn’t like that at all. So we had us a
revolution at the ballot box. A lot of
the Members of the 103d Congress
didn’t get reelected because of the tax
increase. The 104th Congress has a lot
of new faces, including mine. The
American people asked us to balance
the budget; they asked us to return
some of the money they send to Wash-
ington.

So Mr. Speaker, what will we do for
the people this week? In the budget
reconciliation, we will pass a balanced
budget; we will cut Federal spending;
and we will give back $245 billion to the
working men and women of this coun-
try. That’s less than the 103d Congress
took out, but it will go to help fami-
lies, seniors, and the middle class. It is
simply a matter of keeping our word to
the American people and doing as they
wish.

f

THE COMEBACK CITY

(Mr. STOKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, my good friend and colleague,
JOHN LEWIS, stood in this well and de-
livered a passionate speech supporting
the Atlanta Braves as they landed in
Cleveland for game three of the World
Series. For those who might have gone
to bed early last evening, let me sum
things up for you.

In comeback city, last night, the
wind-chill factor hovered at 29 degrees.
A little help from Mother Nature,
Eddie Murray, Kenny Lofton, and José
Mesa, proved to be just what the Indi-
ans needed. The team was magnificent
in winning game three of the World Se-
ries.

Mr. Speaker, to my colleague from
Atlanta, JOHN LEWIS, I would say, It
ain’t over ’til it’s over. To the fans and
players from the Atlanta Braves, I say,
Welcome to Cleveland, the comeback
city.

f

TRAVEL AND TOURISM

(Mr. ROTH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTH. Mr. Speaker, I have taken
this time to make a point. If we want
a strong economy, then we have to act
now. Travel and tourism is the fastest
growing industry in America and in the
world. Yet look at what other coun-
tries are spending on just advertising.
Greece for example $143 million. The
United States is way down to $16 mil-
lion. What does that mean? That
means this year we are losing a large
market share. Look at what is taking
place. In 1993 we had almost 19 percent;
now we have less than 16 percent, and
it is going down.

We want to capture this market
share because what this means is that
we are losing $177,000 and $2 billion of
revenue right here. What we have to do
is to have a strategy. That is why on
October 30 and 31 we are having this
large White House conference on travel
and tourism. This is the most impor-
tant conference we are going to have
by far this decade because it is address-
ing the economy of the 1990’s and the
21st century. We now have in our Trav-
el and Tourism Caucus 304 Members. I
am asking Members to join because
this will be a historic week and a his-
toric conference.
f

LET US HAVE A VOTE ON
YUGOSLAVIA

(Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I spent the weekend visiting
American troops in what was Yugo-
slavia and those troops who are on the
ground today in Italy preparing to go
into what was Yugoslavia. Mr. Speak-
er, we are doing a lot of important
things in this body. I do not think any-
thing we do is silly. But there is noth-
ing more important than deciding the
fate of those young American men and
women who have given their word to
defend our country.

If this Congress does nothing, 25,000
young American men and women will
be sent into a situation where they
know many of them will die. This Con-
gress will have shirked its responsibil-
ity.

Mr. Speaker, we can bring that bill
to the floor. We deserve a vote. Every
Member of this body should decide
whether or not those young men and
women should be called upon, many of
them to die, and a peace accord that
will not bring peace to that part of the
world. Tito could not do it in 50 years.
The United States of America cannot
do it in 1. We have to vote on this
issue.
f

NO UNITED STATES TROOPS TO
BOSNIA

(Mr. RAMSTAD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I
wholeheartedly endorse the remarks of
the preceding speaker, the distin-
guished gentleman from Mississippi. I
believe, as he does, that the President
is on the verge of making the mistake
of a lifetime. Without clearly defining
our mission in Bosnia, without proving
a compelling national interest or with-
out a precise plan of action, the Presi-
dent is about to commit 20,000 to 25,000
American combat troops to Bosnia.

Mr. Speaker, U.S. troops should not
be ordered to keep a peace where no
peace exists. If Members believe peace
has been achieved in the former Yugo-
slavia, then Members believe Elvis is
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